Brief Updating Report 
On BKSN 2012 Activities

There have been a few activities of KTPR carried out by BKSN. One participating in the Asian Civil Society Forum in Phnom Penh and community exchange visit. Please find the report below:
1) Participating in the Asian Civil Society Forum: 

There were a few activities that BKSN did in participation in the Asian Civil Society Forum: 1) Providing facilitation and back support to PEF and its participants in coming to participate in the Asian Civil Society Forum in Cambodia and 2) participating in the actual Asian Civil Society Forum and providing brief presentation on Cambodian history. 

In providing facilitation and back up support, BKSN assisted PEF in arranging transportation, negotiating with the border migration police for border crossing, providing  a presentation on basic information about Cambodia and its history, especially the Pol Pot regime. In addition, BKSN sent them to visit Toul Sleng Genocide Museum. The benefit of the presentation was to let them understand that Cambodian people have been suffered so much through the history due to, not only the internal issue, but also the impact of the international political game over Cambodia, especially since 1953, between the communist world (which was led by the former society Union and China) and democratic world by the United States which should be well looked and given justice to the innocent people. It also should be mentioned also that on the way from Poil Pet to Phnom Penh, most of the participants were stopped at a BKSN member, Rural Friend for Community Development (RFCD), to receive a welcome soft-drink and to know its office. 
In participating in the Asian Civil Society Forum, with financial support from PEF, BKSN were able to send 3 participants (two monks and one lay person) to participate in it. One from Koh Kong (monk), one from Pursat (lay person) and another one from Kompong Cham (monk). The objectives of sending them to participate were to enable them to learn how to participate in the Asian Civil Society activities in voicing their concerns and recommendations and building network and relationship with the Asian civil society organizations or activists, including the Thai participants.  
2) Community Exchange Visit:

The community exchange visit was organized during the Khmer New Year and Thai Sangkran from 16-22 April 2012 and taken place in Surin province of Thailand. There were 18 participants (including 1 monk and 11 women) voluntarily participated: 2 people from Pursat (from two organizations), 3 people from Oddarmeanchey (BKSN members/clients), 10 people from Kompong Cham (from BKSN member organization and its beneficiaries) and 3 people from Phnom Penh (BKSN staff). There were more people from Kompong Cham because they know how to play the Khmer pop-traditional games than others which is essentially needed for success of the activity). 
There were a few interactions or activities were made. One was social interactive activities; two was exchanging community self-reliant skills with NET Foundation and other individuals and TV program on Khmer Buddhist tradition. 
For the social interaction activities, we did several activities, including home stay/home activities; joint Khmer-Thai traditional New Year pop-games; Joint Dharma Teaching Ceremony; joining in a funeral of a neighbor of where we staying; visiting and praying for a man who is in difficult situation, stay alone (no children), as his wife just passed away because of cancer; visiting a Thai patient in a hospital and praying; joining a Buddha washing ceremony at a temple; joining meal and visit temples and other villagers’ homes. 
For the self-reliance activities we learned as follow:

With Net-Foundation: We learned community development and self-reliant concept; how to make simple solar power from used materials; how to make charcoals; how to make bio-gas and compost; how to preserve forests through community forestry by mobilizing individual farmers’ lands. 

With villagers/communities where staying: We learned how to make liquid shampoos and washing soaps. In addition, we also visited two local steaming shops. 
Besides from social and learning activities with the above organization and people, we were able to visit a Santi-Asok community (yellow shirt). There, we visited its community and community development activities, introduced ourselves, and we were trained by its experts on how to make natural washing soaps as well and some natural medicines. 
We also cooperated with the Voice TV to produce TV program on Khmer Buddhist Tradition in order to increase Thai people’s understanding about the Khmer culture. Our participants were filmed in Siem Reap and interviewed for the program. 
Last but not least, during our staying in Surin, we also visited an organization called “Mith Chunbot (Rural Friend)” for ½ day in order to understand its community development work and making a connection for the KTPR. As resulted, we learned about its successful saving project through a presentation and its agreed support and involve in the KTPR in Surin part. 

Future plan:

There are a few more activities that we need to accomplish as follow:

1) Visit the Santi-Asok in Sreah Keo and the Khmer prisoners in Thailand;  

2) Visit the victims of the border conflicts; 
3) Organized the Spiritual Healing Camp. 
The implementation of the BKSN 2012 KTPR activities have been done well and contributed to increasing understanding and building relationship between Khmer and Thai grassroots in our humble scale and in a specific number of the people. However, speed of the implementation of the project is a bit slow and consumes more time than expected due to our partner is very busy, and more arrangement with the local administration is needed to ensure smooth implementation of the activity: Spiritual Healing. 
Reported by the Representative/Founder of BKSN

Ubasak Sotha Ros

11 May 2012

Photos of the Activities
Play New Year Khmer-Thai Traditional Pop Games
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Leak Kanseng Game at Phum Trom, Surin
Visiting and Learning at the Communities of NET Foundation:
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All Khmer and participants/Villagers

 in Phum Oddom, Chumseng Commune, Surin
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Learn how to make charcoals from Thai villagers in Phum Oddom
Visiting and Praying for the Thai Patient in the Surin Public Hospital  
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Visiting and Learning from Santi-Asok
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Practice making Natural Washing Soap 
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Group photo with the Representative of the Surin Santi-Asok Community 
TV filming on Khmer Buddhist Tradition

[image: image7.jpg]



TV Program by Voice TV at Angkor Thom (on the Way to Thailand)
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