Note of the Meeting

Temporary Joint Committee for Khmer-Thai People Reconciliation
Introduction: 

Based on the resolution of the Khmer-Thai Buddhist Exchange Visit/KTRP event: 25-28 June 2010 at Siem Reap and Sisaket, a temporary joint committee for Khmer-Thai People Reconciliation (KTPR) met together at Wat Pasuonvang at Arranhprathet, Sakeo, Thailand, in order to mainly review its own past activity and develop a strategic conceptual framework for KTPR (please find the objectives, agenda and the detail program of the meeting at Annex 2: Meeting Plan.) The meeting was co-chaired by Ubsasak Sotha Ros, Representative of the BKSN in Cambodia and Ms. Chalida, Director of the PEF in Thailand. 
There were 16 participants participated [4 women (2 women from Cambodia] in the meeting (9 people from Cambodia). The participants were selected based on the decision of the last KTPR event. They came from Buddhist/religious organizations, NGOs, community representatives, media representatives, educational institutions’ representatives, youths’ representatives. For the detail of the participants, please find Annex 2: Attendance. 

The discussed agenda of the meeting were as follow: 

· Introduction: self and meeting

· Review the last event: 25-28 June

· Develop the Strategic Conceptual Framework for KTPR

· Follow up action to the meeting

· Others

Key Achievements:
1) Introduction: self and meeting 

The participants were welcomed by the co-chairs and invited to introduce his/her name, position, organizations and where they from. 
Mr. Sotha Ros introduced the draft plan of the meeting and asked if any comments for the agenda. As resulted, the meeting went ahead as the participants had no comments. 

2) Review the main KTPR Event: 

2.1) Benefits/primary impacts of the KTPR Event: 25-28 June 2010 SR and Sisaket:

· Provided an opportunity for both people to meet as it is not so easy & rare;

· We supported and helped each other;

· It provided experiences/opportunity for the Cambodians as well Thais to learn from each other: culture, history..
· It helped to have better communication and interaction between the two peoples though we had to face many difficulties along the process and the political situation was in tension
· Cambodians/Thais received warm receiptions;

· It has built a foundation for us to move from the past to the present and also in the future; 

· It has helped to clear misunderstanding and barriers between Cambodians and Thais through our physical visits to both countries;
· It provided the opportunity for Khmer and Thai Buddhists to meet and to build brother and sisterhood based on the value of Buddhism that both countries practicing and respecting; 

· It has encouraged both administrations to think about what we are doing and want in the future; 
· It has made a good start for us while both countries having political tension; 

· Helped to review and build sister/brotherhood. In addition, it helped participants of the event to make friends and built trust;

· We have received appreciation from some of the high governmental officials of Cambodia and even Thailand even some militaries;
· It has helped to make the public start to think about what we are doing and what we promote: sister/brotherhood;
· It has promoted the positive word of mouths to other people through the participants;

· 9 provinces in the north-east part of Thailand listened about our event; listeners wish better relationship between the Cambodian and Thai; they don’t want un-friendship relationship between the two;
· People of the whole country of Cambodia listened the event through different radio stations: National Radio (MA + FM), RRA, ABC Radio, a few local radios, CTN TV. 
· It has helped both peoples (the participants) know or know better about the real history; it has encouraged people to re-study about the real history; it has helped Thais to see kosala/good actions that Cambodian people have provided to Thais;
· It has helped Thai participants to see more positive areas about Cambodia; it has helped to make the feeling of some Thai people who thought that Thais are more superior than Cambodians disappeared because they have seen many values in Cambodian from the border to inside of the country; 

· It has helped us to better understand about Buddhism, especially in term of spiritual practice of the Dhamma;
· The grassroots/civilians start to ask about the situations - welfares of both peoples;

·  It has helped us to start taking away un-matching points that both countries have set up from the past till now; 
· Our event has resulted big (Dr. Sawai, Rajabhat University, Sisaket)

Below are the areas that the organizers should have done better: 

· Prepare better documentation of the participants far in advance;

· Clearer communication within the Khmer/Thai teams and between the Khmer and Thai team;
· Better selection of the participants who have clear commitment and willingness to participate in the event/activity;
· All participants should join in all team activities like having meal, participation in the meeting, etc. 

· We should have better language communication through pre-exchange visits: Khmers, Burmese, Thais;

· Increase better interpretation: Thai-Khmer;

· Have more meeting between the organizers and make clear responsibilities. Skype communication should be an option for preparation of the activity; 

· Try to follow the decided schedule and the content;

· Information about the event should be more updated to the participants;

· There should be less number of the participants that should be easier managed;

· The responsible people and the participants should increase ownership and pro-activeness in the event. 
3) Strategic Conceptual Framework Development
Problem:
The participants reviewed and defined the current situation between Cambodia and Thailand  that “the poor relationship between Cambodia and Thailand have been caused mainly by the conflict over the Preah Vihear temple and the border, nationalist group, un-respecting the decision of the international law/court, lack of common voice within the country, bias history education for the young generation.  These above issues have created hatred between the peoples of the two nations, mis-human-treatment, discrimination, disturbance to social relationship between the two peoples and economic development, especially those who live along the Khmer-Thai border”. 
Proposed Solutions:
There are two main interventional solutions that we can do in order to participate in addressing the above issues toward better relationship between the two nations, especially between the people and people: 
1. Short term /urgent issue: To improve living conditions of the people along the border;

2. Long term issue: To improve the relationship between the two countries and the two administration s. 
Activities/Strategies (Proposed Interventional Solutions): 
The participants have agreed to create a joint coordinating committee in order to coordinate and ensure a common message of the movement that improves the Cambodian and Thai relationship. 50% of the joint committee members are Cambodia and 50% are Thais. The total number of the committee could be between 10 people at the present.  

The committee can create or have different technical/activity committees to work on specific issues. The technical committees need to make available for both countries. The technical/activity committees can meet each other and involve the joint coordination committee. Each technical committee can work in harmony with other technical committees within the one voice which is ensured by the joint committee. 

At the present, the members of the coordinating committee consist of the representative of the BKSN, PEF, WGP (need to confirm), Media, & other org.s).  

The joint coordination committee and the technical committees should consider gender issue. 

Times/Mandate of the Committees: 

· Mandate: Joint Coordination Committee: 2 years. At the end of the two years, we meet and review and select new committee members.  

· Regular Meeting: 2-3 times per year. 
· Special Meeting: Any time when there is a need or an urgent issue related to the relationship and diplomacy of both peoples and governments. 

The committees should follow and ensure a principle of building the truth or truth based. 





4) Action Plan
The temporary joint coordination committee has developed an action plan in order to ensure that the agreed plan has come to practice: 

	Activities 
	Who 
	When 

	Draft MoU
	Sotha/BKSN
	End July

	Form technical/activity committees
	
	

	Inform the public
	BKSN (Rik Chor)/PEF ( & the media
	Today/Tomorrow

	Disseminate the result of this meeting to the member organizations
	Individual members: BKSN, PEF, Rajabhat University, WGP, KYA, YRDP, Media,…
	Next week

	Send the interested groups/organizations

to Sotha Ros for consolidation 
	 BKSN, PEF, WGP
	End of July

	Developing projects – concept papers
	Interested members and partners
	20 August

	Update the ktpr web
	Sotha
	Next week

	Disseminate the KTPR and Voicing Ceremony for the Victims died by the Thai soidiers along the border. 
	Sotha
	

	Next meeting
	Joint committee
	at Koh Kong: 28-29 August 2010 (need to review)


5) Others:

Recommendations of the participates:

· Continue our effort to convince both administrations
· Involve and educate youths in our relationship building process

· Introduce the positiveness and loving kindness to the young generation between the two countries and ASEAN and the world;

· Strengthening on kosala actions that both countries have done and build on brother/sisterhood
· Try to bring more other people to participate/involve in our movement and make it bigger and bigger;
· Make our initiators of this people’s movement to lead others

· All should do it in accordance with Samathiti and working forward to address Dukha

Concerns of the participants: The participants expressed a concern that if other people: Khmers/Thais concern about this issue (Khmer-Thai relationship) like us. 
The participants have committed as follow in participating in building the relationship between the peoples: 

· Determine a long term commitment and never give up proposed; 
· Make the people’s movement to convince the administrations; we can’t leave the dream of brother/sisterhood to them alone;  
· We will make it big from small; and 

· Based on the truths. 
Annex 1: 
Meeting Plan

Conceptual Framework Meeting: 

Follow up to the Event of the KTPR, SR & Sisaket

Date: 10 – 11 July 2553/54; 2010

Venue: Wat Pasuon??, Arranhprathet, Sreahkeo Province

Introduction

This is a follow up meeting to the event of the Khmer-Thai Buddhist visit/KTPR, Siem Reap and Sisaket from 25-28 June 2553/54. During that event, we have agreed to develop a mixed working group that consists of NGOs, values based institutions’ representatives, youths’ representatives, communities’ representatives, media representatives and relevant technical institutions’ representative to work together on relationship building between Cambodian and Thai people and make peoples  voices for Cambodian and Thai governments to address conflicts in peaceful manner. 

Based on the immediate discussion between the BKDN and PEF, we have agreed to hold an immediate meeting with the preliminary members of the working group for Khmer-Thai Relationship Building
. The goal of the meeting is to have a basic conceptual framework to work on Khmer-Thai relationship building and intervene in improving diplomatic relationship between the Cambodian and Thai governments.  

Objectives of the meetings: 
1. To review the organization of the recent event: 25-28 June at Siem Reap and Sisaket; 

2. To develop a basic conceptual framework for relationship building between Cambodian and Thai peoples;

3. Develop a joint action plan to follow up to the meeting. 

Agenda:

· Introduction: self and meeting

· Review the last event: 25-28 June

· Develop the Conceptual Framework for KTPR

· Follow up action to the meeting

· Others

The proposed participants of the meeting: 

The number of the Cambodian participants is the same of the number of the Thai participants. The participants will be coming from NGOs, related informal working groups, youths’ representatives, communities’ representatives and media representatives. 

***** Chair: Chalida (PEF) and Minutes takers: Chanthorn (BKSN) and Pei (PEF)
Annex 2: 
Schedule
	Date/Time
	Activity
	Duration
	Facilitator

	10 July
	
	
	

	5:00
	All people arrived at the meeting place and check in 
	
	

	6:00 – 6:40
	Dinner 
	
	

	06:40 – 07:00
	Registration 
	10mn
	Kit Chanthorn, BKSN

Pei, PEF

	07:00 – 07:20
	Introduction: Opening, Self and Information about the Meeting 
	10mn
	Chalida (PEF)/Sotha (BKSN)

	07:20 – 07:30
	Review the agenda of the meeting 
	10mn
	Sotha 

	07:30 – 08:10
	Review about the organization of the 25-28 June event:

1. What are the benefits or possible primary impacts?

2. What should have done better?
	40 mn
	Sorn (BKSN) 

	08:10 – 10:00
	Conceptual Framework on Khmer-Thai People Relationship Building:

· What is our concerning problem today about the Cambodia and Thailand today? 

· Goal?

· What can we do to achieve the goal (activities) as the peoples?

· How can we achieve each activity?

· Who do what? 

· How much time do we need? 

· What do we need?


	1:50mn
	Sotha/Chalida

	10:00 – 06:30
	Rest
	
	

	11 July
	
	
	

	06:30 – 07:30
	Breakfast 
	
	

	07:30 – 09:00
	Continue the Conceptual Framework
	1:30mn
	Sotha/Chalida

	09:00 – 09:20
	Coffee Break
	20mn
	

	09:20 –10:00
	Follow up actions after the meeting:

· What

· When

· Who

· Need


	
	Theavy (ACT)/Vuth (AFSC) [WGP]

	10:00 – 10:40
	Others
	1hr
	Chalida

	10:40 – 11:00
	Closing 
	
	Chalida


Annex 2: Attendance
	No.
	Name
	Sex
	Position 
	Agency
	Country

	1
	Sotha Ros
	Ubasak
	President/Representative 
	MlupPreahThor/BKSN: Buddhists & Khmer Society Network
	Cambodia

	2
	Sorn Sun
	Ubasak
	Director/Field Operation KTPR
	Samakithor/BKSN
	Cambodia

	3
	Sotheavy Srey
	F
	Project Manage
	ACT/WGP
	Cambodia

	4
	Chantthorn Kit
	M
	Senior Assistant Management/General Secretary
	MlupPreahThor/BKSN
	Cambodia

	5
	Kong Sin
	Monk
	Member
	BKSN
	Cambodia

	6
	Chor Rik
	M
	Member
	BKSN
	Cambodia

	7
	Sarith Mao
	M
	Branch Manager 
	KYA: Khmer Youth Association 
	Cambodia

	8
	Phumy Samreth
	F
	Associate/Volunteer
	YRDP
	Cambodia

	9
	Pheakdey Vang
	M
	Reporter
	National Radio
	Cambodia

	10
	Yon Saing
	M
	Community Representative 
	Kroch Sakhorn vill., Samrong, Samrong, Odomeancheay
	Cambodia

	11
	Chalida
	F
	Director 
	PEF: People Empowerment Foundation 
	Thailand

	12
	Krit Kittipong
	M
	
	Thailand mirror
	Thailand

	13
	Sawai
	M
	Founder/Dean
	Rajabhat University
	Thailand

	14
	Umnuay Boonsong
	Ubaseka
	Nun
	Wat SatumBalami
	Thailand

	15
	Kriangkrai Cheechoung
	M
	
	Karan Network for Culture and Environment 
	Thailand

	16
	Prakong Sritong
	F
	
	
	Thailand


Urgent Problem:


Living condition – welfare/social, economic, health/nutrition, natural resources, people organization development. 





Proposed Solutions: 


Border economic/harmony projects (Cambodia side: BKSN and other interested specialized org.s); Thai side: (need to be confirmed)





Proposed Solutions:


History research and education (Sovann Phum 


Study Center): Rajabhat University, BKSN is willing to support/facilitate, Media & welcome other orgs/people;


Lobbying (including research/opinion survey, make people’s voices: BKSN, PEF, WGP (need to confirmed); 


Human trafficking (PEF, BKSN, KYA, CHRAC (need to talk to it) and welcome other organizations. 


Labor issue/migration (joint committee: Khmer/Thai





----


Exchange visits (BKSN, KYA (need to confirm with the top leader), PEF & network, Media, & welcome others)


Spiritual education: Buddhi-Dhamma & others to make core values of the two peoples (BKSN, PEF & network, Wat SatumBalami, Media, Chatuk Sangha (Japanese org.) & welcome others)


* No.1 and No. 2 could be integrated with the proposed solution of the urgent problem. 








Long-term Problem:


Political/border conflict and legal/illegal issues














-----


Positive relationship








�Suggested adapted title for the Khmer –Thai People Reconciliation, but the acronym should be remained the same as “KTPR”. This is to sound better.  





